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The  idea  for  this  special  commentary  forum  emerged  out  of  a  conversation  with  a 
number of friends and colleagues concerning the question of whether or not we were, as 
scholars of International Relations (IR) and International Political Economy (IPE), at all 
equipped to teach our students about the significance of the Occupy Wall Street (OWS) 
movements. During this conversation, the thought emerged that OWS might be taken as 
a kind of cue for us to check in and think about the relevancy of our work, and our 
relationships with the world of political activism. In becoming career academics, we had 
all been guided by the hope that we were doing something good for the world. As we 
quickly learned, however, this was not an easy or straightforward proposition – academia 
has its way of letting us know what sort of things we can and can't do if we want to be 
secure in our positions. As we followed the news about OWS over various networks and, 
where possible, ventured out to the General Assemblies – from Berlin to Dublin to New 
York to Columbus, OH – we felt a sense of embarrassment. For while we were busy 
pursuing our careers, out on the streets there were people – often including our students 
– who were risking so much to express their indignation. 
As many in IR and IPE will attest, we live in a global regime full of particularity 
and  nuance:  meanings  are  constructed,  and  political  power  is  multi-modal,  ever 
contingent. But the occupiers on the street are finding solidarity in a common language 
which speaks of shared experience in the face of austerity, collapsed public services, short-
term  contracts,  stagnant  wages,  anti-union  legislation,  ridiculous  bank  bailouts  and 
profiteering, not to mention a host of associated psychological and physical conditions 
brought on by the stress of this hardship. As scholars, are we immunized against any of 
these concerns? Universities, our immediate places of work, are under attack. Many who 
labor in academia enjoy little in the way of job security or benefits. Tuition is increasing, 
often by stealth. And this all in the context of a low-wage economy that presupposes the 
enablement of consumption through expansion of debt, and a culture ever more intent 
on normalizing the risk-oriented mindset of neoliberalism’s ‘entrepreneur of the self’. In 
such times, the injunction to maintain the Weberian distinction between teaching and 
doing politics becomes suspicious to say the least. Introduction to Occupy IR Symposium, Kiersey  
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Is  there  a  way  we  can  express  solidarity  with  the  “99%”?  Obviously,  as 
individuals, one of the best ways is to spend time with the occupiers themselves. As 
scholars, however, other answers to this question also present themselves. We do certain 
things well, and other things not so well. In this volume we wish to ask, simply, what might 
it mean to #occupy IR and IPE? The short essays and critical fragments that follow all 
constitute efforts to answer this question. Some are more theoretical in nature, exploring 
how OWS imagines world politics, and how its categories relate to our own. Others are 
more empirical, exploring the movement in terms of its significance for world politics, 
and its relation to other social movements. 
Should #occupyirtheory stop here? Writing close to the end of 2011, with 
many of the larger occupations now broken up by the police, and colder weather settling 
in, it is hard to make any predictions as to how the movements will fare in 2012. Yet it is 
equally  hard  to  imagine  that  energy  dissipating  altogether.  The  rhythm  of  our  own 
academic calendar will bring many of us to conferences, and put us in conversations with 
colleagues and friends, new and old. We will discuss issues, ideas, and plan collaborations. 
Might we not use these occasions as opportunities to give the discipline its very own ‘mic 
check’? 
For some, such conversations might involve thinking about how we should 
incorporate the challenge of OWS into the textbooks we write for our students. For 
others, a public lecture or teach-in at one of our major conferences (or, perhaps more 
powerfully, an invitation to local occupiers to come lecture us) might be in order. Others 
still may prefer to forgo conferences altogether and use the time to engage in their own 
locality. 
Either way, in the weeks and months ahead, communication will be key. If you 
are a Twitter user, you might note the existence already of a #occupyirtheory hashtag, and 
include this in your conference tweets (i.e., #ISA2012) or publication notices. Note too 
the existence of a ninety-strong Facebook group (search for #occupyirtheory/ipe), where 
conversations  about  occupying  IR  and  IPE  have  been  underway  already  for  some 
months. Finally, there is an open WordPress blog where you can sign up for an account 
and publish your thoughts  more  publicly at  http://occupyirtheory.info/. It is hoped 
eventually that this site will be the host for a common statement by interested scholars, in 
solidarity with the occupations. It also features a growing blogroll listing a range of related 
sites. 
As  the  below  list  will  attest,  other  academic  disciplines  are  having  similar 
discussions:  anthropology,  philosophy,  economics,  and  political  science.  We  are  not 
alone. Something has changed. A creative space has been opened. OWS has catalyzed a 
long overdue conversation about how wealth is created and distributed in the global 
political economy. If the short pieces that follow help to provoke a greater engagement Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies, Issue 5 (2012) 
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with  it  on  our  part,  then  we  will  think  this  project  a  success.  On  behalf  of  all  the 
contributors, thank you for reading. 
Lin Lin Lin Links to academic sites examining OWS issues ks to academic sites examining OWS issues ks to academic sites examining OWS issues ks to academic sites examining OWS issues    
 
Living Anthropologically: 
http://www.livinganthropologically.com/2011/10/22/anthropology-moral-optimism-
capitalism-four-field-manifesto/ 
 
NewPolitics: http://newpol.org/node/546 
 
Occupy Philosophy (blog): http://occupyphil.org/ 
 
Occupy Economics (statement): http://econ4.org/statement-on-ows 
 
Occupy History (blog): http://occupyhistory.tumblr.com/ 
 
Note Note Note Note
 
1 This project would not have been possible without the support and enthusiasm of a 
number of people, including Wanda Vrasti, Lucian Ashworth, Elisabeth Chaves, Asli 
Calkivik and Anna Agathangelou. A very special thanks to Amin Samman and the team 
at the Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies for the offer to publish this collection on 
such short notice. 
    
    